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Bar-coding Biodiversity

A grand challenge for biology is to produce an inventory of

all species on Earth and after 250 years of trying, we still

lack even a reasonably complete checklist. Meanwhile, the

ability to identify most species of known organisms requires

special expertise and even then is usually only applicable to

intact adult specimens. Modern biotechnology is being harnessed

to aid this endeavor and will extend species recognition

to forensic applications.
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