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Dr. Hanner is Chair of the Database Working Group for the international Consortium for the Barcode of Life (CBOL) initiative. He also serves as Coordinator for the Fish Barcode of Life campaign (FISH-BOL), a project of global scale that aims to assemble DNA barcodes for all fishes. Dr. Hanner is a Past President of the International Society for Biological and Environmental Repositories (ISBER). Prior to his arrival in Guelph (August of 2005), he served as the Scientific Program Director for the Coriell Cell Repositories (at the Coriell Institute of Medical Research) and prior to that, he was a Curatorial Associate at the American Museum of Natural History where he spearheaded the establishment of the Ambrose Monell Collection for Molecular and Microbial Research. 

His research focus involves the assembly and curation of genetic resource collections, involving everything from fieldwork methodologies to bioinformatics approaches. With the window of sampling opportunity closing for much of the World's biodiversity, the global DNA Barcoding initiative offers an outstanding opportunity to compile a well-characterized genetic resource collection of immense
